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AN EXTRACT of M.LE CLERC; 
Remarks upon the Life and Writings of 
SULPIGIUS SEVERUS. 


ih ULPICIUS SEVERUS lived at 
S the End of the Fourth Century, and in the 
Beginning of the Fifth, fince he was a Difci- 
ple of St Martin of Tours, and a particular Friend of St, 
Paulin of Nola. He was born in Aguitain , as it appears 
from his Firft Dialogue, Ch. XX. and from his Ecclefia- 
ftical Hiftory, Book II. Ch. 44. where he fays, chat 
Phebadius Bilhop of Agen was his Bifhop. He _ made his 
ufual Abode at Elufo , or Primuliacum, Two Towas of 
Ajsitaim, neat Agen; as we read in the ft and 31ft Let- 
ters of St. Paulin. He had been married, fince he hada 
Mother-in-Law, whofe Name was Bafa, to whom he 
writ a Letter. 

St Paulin, in fome of his Letters to Severus, congra- 
tulates him for having beltowed Part of his Eftate upon 
the Poor, and Part upon che Church, referving only to 
himfelf the Ufe andProfits of it. He praifes him very much 
in all his Letrers, and expreflesa great Affection for him, 
Sulpicius gave frequent Vifics to St. Mertin of Tours, whofe 
Lite he writ afterwards, and whofe Miracles he very 
much extoll’d in feveral of his Writings. 

’Tis not known what Profeffion he was of at firh; 
but it appears from Gennadius, who lived about 8> Years 
after him, that he was a Prieft afterwards. It may be in- 
fere'd from his Works, that he very much applied him- 
felf to the Reading of the Ancient Latin Authors, whofe 
Sryle he imicates much more than that of his owa 
I cv be 

Being a Prieft, he buile a Church at Primuliacum, in 
theYear qo2,; and then, according to the Cuftom of chae 
time, he defir’d St. Paulin to fend him a Relick, that he 
might place it in that Church on the Day of its Confecra- 
tion. St. Paulin (Ep.3:.) anfwered him the Year fol- 
lowing, “ That Brother Vifor, difcourling with him a- 





” The Readers are defired to take Notice, That M. Le Clerc 


Speaks all along inthis Extratl; and that we keep bis own 
Words. 


** bout Swlpicius Severus , had told him, that he defired to 
** have a Prefent of the Sacred Relicks of the Saints, to 
“ put it in the Baflice, which he had built at Primulie- 
“ cum, and which was much larger than the firlt. The 
“ Lord is my Witnefs, fays be, chat if I had never fo 
* Jictle of thofe Sacred Athes, befides what I want for the 
“ Confecration of the Bafilica, which I thall quickly 
“ finifh in the Name of the Lord, I would bavefenr you 
“* fome. But not being able to make you that Prefent ; 
“ and Vier having told me, that he hop’d to obtain that 
Favour from Saint Silvia, who promis’dto give him 
“ fome Relicks of many Martyrs in the £af# ; we thiok, 
« chat in order to confecrate your Bafliea, and to com- 
pleat the Prefent of che Sacred Afhes you are to re- 
ceive, ic will not be amifs co fend youa Piece of the 
“ Holy Crofs. The Blefled Me/ania brought us that Pre- 
fent from Jerufalem, in the Name of John, Bifhop of 
that Cicy ; and our Fellow Servant ( Thang his Wife) 
** fends it particularly to our Venerable Sifter Bafuds”. 
St. Paulin adds feveral Rhetorical Figures , to fee off the 
Value of his Prefent ; whereby it appears, that che Lane 


guage of thofe Times was no Iefs affeQed chan Devo. 
TION. « os a 


II. Sulpicéus Severus writ more elegantly than the Au- 
thors of his Time; and his Writings do nor favour of 
the ill Tafte of many Clergymen of the fame Age,” 
whofe affe ‘ved Sryle, tall of ftrain’d Allufions to feveral 
Pailages of the Bible, appears very tedious to thofe, who 
read their Books. Swulpicius had a very good Latin Sryle, 
generally {peaking ; efpecially if ic be conipar’d with 
that of his Priend Sct. Pawlin, which is intolerable, 


1, THE moft confiderable Piece of that Author, is 
his Sacred Hftory, which reaches from the Beginning of 
the World to the Year 400 of the Chriftian ys. ‘Tis 
a fhorr Compendium of Sacred and Ecclefiattical Hiftory, 
written for the Ule of thofe, who had a mind to have 
a general Notion of ir. It was printed the firft time at 
Bafil in \ 5.96. for ‘john Oporn, The Publifher fays, he 
found it in the Library of Hildefhem..... It has betn 
reprinted fince feveral times. The beft Editions 1 have 
fcen, are thofe of Vitor Gifelin, Antwerp 1574. Of Fubn 
Drufius, Arnhem 16-7. of George Hornius, Leyden 1647. 
with Notes colk@ted from feveral Authors, and of Febn 
Vorftius, printed the Third tite et Leipf-kin 19-9, The 
Commentaries of Chriftian Schétanas upon thet Hiftery, 
prinzed at Francker in 1662. in Two Volumes in Folio, 
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are rather Theological Lef&tures, and Colle&tions, which 
he deliver’d occafionally, than a methodical Commentary 
to clear the Author according to Critical Rules. Gifelin, 
Sigonius, Drufius and Vorfiius, 

terpreters. “7 


are undoubtedly his beit In- 


Here follow fome of M. Le Clerc’s Remarks upon that 
Hiftory. 


Book I. Ch. XXIII. 5. Sulpicius having obferved that 
the Tribe of Lev: had no Land allotted to them, adds : 
“ T muft not pafs over this Example in Silence , and I 
“© would willingly defire the Minifters of the Church to 
“ vead it; for it feems to me that they have not only 
“ forgot this Precept, but alfo that they are ignorant of 
“ ie ; fo great is their Defire of Riches, which has inva- 
“ ded their Minds, like a Contagious Difeafe! They aie 
“ greedy of Pofleffions ; they keep Farms ; they have 
‘* Heaps of Money ; they buy and fell, and #rive to 
‘* make fome Gain by every thing. If fome appear more 
“ Regular ; if they poffefs Nothing, and drive noTrade ; 
‘* they do worfe fill ; they remain idle, expef&iing fome 
‘“ Prefents, and difhonour their Glorious Charatter ; 
“ fince their Holinefs is, as it were , venal , dum quafi 
“ wenalem preferunt Sanititaten”, Probably he means 
thofe, who took Money to pray for others, as if their 
Prayers had been more effectual by reafon of their feem- 
ing Holinefs. At leaft ’tis certain, fuch a Conduct may 
be faid venalem praf.rre Sanfitatem. 


Book If. Chap. XXVIIL 5. The Difpute of Simon 
Magus, mention’d by this Author, is not more likely 
than what has been faid of the Statue, which the Romans 
ere&ted to him as a God. but Sulpicius followed the 
Current Opinion of his Time , without enquiing into 
the Truth of ir. 

Men were at that time very credulous and negligent : 
They took no Care to examine the Truth of any thing : 
Any Story, tho’ never fo improbable, was well approved, 
if it feem’d proper to confirm the People in che ‘Chriftian 
Faith. Thus Sulpicius, and other Writers of the fame 
Age, tell us that Helena, Mother of Conffantine , having 
built a Church in the Place, from whence JESUS 
CHRIST afcended into Heaven, it was not poflible 
to pave that Part which our Saviour touch’d with his 
Foot, immediately before he was taken up: Every thing 
that was Jaid upon it, fled inthe Face of the Work- 
men; the Print of the Foot remaining in the Dutt, 
cou'd not be defac’d ; and the Sand, that was continually 
taken out by Devout People, who retorted to that Place, 
was never exhauftced. This fhews that Su/picius was a 
very Credulous Man, ora Religious Poiit.cian, who did 
not fcruple to tell a Fabulous Story, as a certain Truth, 
for the Edification of his Neighbours. Had there been 
any fuch thing, Eufebins, who writ the Life of Con/tan- 
tine, and made particular mention of the Bafilica, which 
Helena built on the Mount of Olives, (Book [. Chap. 41, 
42, and 43.) woud not have forgot a thing fo Glorious 
to the Memory of that Princefs. Tis well known that 
he was Bifhop of Cefarea in Paleftine; and that he omit- 
ted nothing that might be acceptable to the Sons of Con- 
fantine: They wou'd have been offended, had he for- 
gor fuch an important Difcovery. His Silence is there- 

ore a demonftrative Proof, that this Story was invented 

afterwards, Nor is it to be found in Rufinus. (Hift. Ecelef. 
Lib, X.) tho’ he relates how Helena found the Crofs of 
ourSaviour, ... ., 

Chap. XLVII. If Sulpicius Severus is to blame for be- 
lieving , or pretending to believe Chimerical Miracles ; 
he deierves to be praifed for fpeaking, as he does, of Jda- 
cius and Isbacius, who profecuted the Prifeidianifts, and 
caufed many to be put to Death. He fays, that Bifhops 
fhou’d not engage in fuch Profecutions; tho’ the Prifcil- 
lianifis were not excufable. It was alfo the Opinion of 
St. Martin, who could hardly be perfuaded to commu- 
nicate with thofe perfecuting Bifhops. This Condu& of 
the Bifhop of Tours is more glorious , and more worthy 
= a Bifbop , than the Muacles chat are afcribed to 

im. 


2. THE next Piece of Sulpicius Severus, is the Life of 
St. Martin of Tours, full of Strange Miracles, which can 
hardly be admitted , without believing at the fame time 
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whatever is contain’d in the moft abfurd Legends : Be. 
fides, fuch Miraculous Stories might make one doubt of 
the Truth of the moft certain Miracles. And therefore, 
it will not be improper to dwell a little upon this Sub. 
je&, which appears to me very important. If Men be. 
lieve every thing, without any Examination, they run 
the Hazard of being continually deceived, by confound. 
ing Truth with Falfhood ; and if they believe no. 
thing, they deprive themfelves of the Knowledge of 
Truth . ... _ 

I think therefore that when the Queftion is about Mart- 
ters of Faét, fuch as Miracles, they ought neither to be 
rejected, nor admitted, till after a ferious Examination, 
When we fee that thofe, who mention them, might have 
been well inform’d, and do not fpeak upon a hearefay ; 
what remains,is only to enquire whether they themfeives 
were deceived, or defign to deceive us. When the Que- 
ftion is about things, which they have often feen, as they 
fay, and carefully examin’d, one may be fure they were 
not deceived ; and that if what they relate be not true, 
they defign to impote upon us. But if thofe Men, far 
from getting any thing by going about to deceive the 
World, expofe themfelves to very great Dangers, and 
undergo many Sufferings for publifhing what they fay ; 
whereas, if they were filent, they woud be free from 
Mifery ; we have Reafon co believe that they do not de- 
ceive us. If it be further obferved, that the fame Per. 
fons teftify that the Miracles, related by them, were 
wrought to confirma Dotirine perfetly confiftent with 
Reafon, and capable of making us Happy, I don’t fee 
how we can have any Reafon to doubt of what they fay, 
We are the more willing to give Credit to their Teftimo. 
ny, when we confider that the Miracles in queftion were 
not wrought, out of Oftentation, or without Necefliry, 
but with a certain Moderation, whereby it appears that 
thofe, who perform’d them, did not feek their own Glo. 
ry, nor the Applaufes of the Multitude: the Defign of 
their Miracles was only to do Good, or to confirm the 
Divine Miffion of thofe, who preach’d the Doétrine f 
have mention’d, which makes the Happinefs of Man. 
kind. TI fhall not make a particular Application of thefe 
Principles to the Miracles related by the Apoftles of 
JESUS CHRIST, and their firft Difciples. Any Bo- 
dy may fee that what I have faid, perfeétly agrees with 
thofe Miracles; and therefore common Senfe teaches us 
that none can disbelieve them, without being guilty of 
an unreafonable Incredulity. 

But if we confider the Miracles , related by the Wri- 
ters of the LV and V Centuries , we fhall not find in them 
the fame Characters of Truth. What they tell us is on. 
ly grounded upon a hear-fay ; and they do not agree in 
char Accounts. Such isthe Miracle concerning the man. 
ner how the Crofs of JESUS CHRIST 
was found: the Contemporary Writers fay nothing of 
it ; this Story was told long after, and attended with 
Circumftances wholly inconfiftent. Befides, it was an 
eafy thing to be deceived in it: How cou’d People know 
that 2 little Piece of Wood, that was fhow’d them, was 
a Piece of the True Crofs? Thofe, who had fuch Ree 
licks from others, might really believe "em to be true 
Relicks ; but how cou'd any body be fure that they were 
not miftaken? Was it not a plain thing that moft of 
thofe Pieces of Wood cou’d not be fo many Parts of the 
True Crofs , fince all of em put together wou’d have 
made a much larger Crofs than that which our Saviour 
bore ? ’Tiscrue, that in order to remove thefe Difficul- 
ties, ‘twas faid thofe Pieces of the Crofs wrought Mirae 
cles; and that the Crofs, which was kept at Jerufalem, 
always :emain’d entire, though many Pieces were daily 
cut off from it. ‘* That Crofs, fays St. Paulin in bis 
“ XXXI_ Letter direéed 10 Sulpicius Severus, though de« 
prived of Senfe, has ftill fume Life in it; for, ever 
lince, it fatisfies the Defires of a vaftNumber of People, 
who relort to it almoft every day ; and yet it fuffers 
no Diminution, being divided to thofe, who take fome 
Pieces of it, and remaining entire for thofe who Hoe 
nourit *. But any one may fee it was an eafy thing 
for the Bithop of Jerufalem to deceive credulous People, 
by giving them a piece of another Wood, or putting 
another Crofsin the room of that, which was too much 
decay'd. As for the Miracles, that were faid to be 
wrought by thofe little Pieces of Wood ; they were con- 
trived by cunaing People, who got by it, or they mu-* 

be 
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be afcribed to a diforder’d Imagination. Befides, when 
the Chriftians became uppermoft , the venting of falte 
Miracles was attended with fome Advantage ; and thofe, 
whote pious Frauds might have been difcover'd, had no- 
thing to fear. They were protected for the Honour of 
Religion , and as a Reward for their good Intentions. 
Nay, it was a dangerous thing to lay open fuch Cheats, 
by Reafon of the greatPower of thole concern’d in them. 
TheDifcoverers would have been ca!l’dAtheifts andHere- 
ticks, and expofed to great Perfecutions ; a8 it appears by 
the Example of Vigilantius,who was fhamefully abufed by 
Sc. Ferom, becaufe he took the Liberty to reflect upon the 
Ute that was made of Relicks at that time. 

Thofe Miracles were not wrought, properly fpeak- 
ing, for the “Confirmation of the Chriftian Religion, 
which was already eftablifh'd by Imperial Authority. 
The Hiftory of the firft Miracles recorded in the Scri- 
pture, and the Beauty of the Chriftian Dodtrine, as itis 
delivered in the Books of the New Teftament, and fet in 
its true Light , were fufficient to convince all reafonable 
Men. Bur the Clergy in thofe times had a mind to get 
Prefents, and increafe the Number of thoie, whofe De- 
votion made ’em, as it were, Tributary to them. ‘Tis 
plain they made a Gain by it; and therefore whatever 
they fay is very fufpicious, to fay no worfe. 

hetides, the Chriftian Doétrine of that time was no 
longer that admirable Doftrine, which contains nothing 
bur what is agreeable to Reafor: , and whofe wonderful 
Simplicity is atrended with the beft Thoughts of the 
greatelt Philofophers , and exceeds all ther Ditcove- 
nies. Chriftianity was then perplexed with intricate Di- 
fputes, needlefs Decifions, new and ftrange Praétices, 
more proper to deftroy than to promote true be § 

Miracles were fo common, and wrought with fo much 
Oftentation, by Men whom it was not tafe to contradict, 
that it plainly appears they were contrived, to confirm 
the Authority of thofe who got by it, and to make an 
Advantage of the Credulity of the People. ‘fhe Mira- 
cles about the Hole, in the Pavement of the Church built 
on the Mount of O/ives ; and about the Duft, which was 
never exhaufted, and is faid to remain to this day; the 
Multiplication of the Wood of the true Crofs, and other 
Miracles of the fame Nature, were fo eafy , and fo full 
of Oftentation, that I cannot believe wife Men gave any 
Credit to them. 

If it be ask’d, how this Farce came to be a&ted without 
any Oppofition ? I anfwer, that it was no eafy thing to 
itrive againft the Stream ; thatit cou'd not be done with- 
out great Danger ; and that we don’t know all that pafs’d 
in former times. However it appears by fome Pailages 
in Se'picius Severus, trat he was blamed for inferting ma- 
ny Lies in St. Martin's Life. One may fee his firft Ler- 
ter, and the end of his firft Dialogue, wherein, at the 
fame time that he makes his Apology , he aéts the fame 
Pare ftill, and is angry with thofe, who reflected upon his 
Performance. I add, that good Men, fully perfuaded of 
the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, as I rhink St. Martin, 
St. Paulin, and Sulpicius Severus were, finding the People 
fond of Miracles, and little capable of betrer Reafons, 
thought it more Expedient to make ufe of their Prejudi- 
ces, in order to confirm them in the Chriftian Faith, and 
improve their Virtue, than to undeceive them , and run 
the hazard of expofing them to Unbelief and Vice. This 
is the Reafon why fometimes they ufed this fort of Chear, 
which they thought wou’d prove beneficial to thofe that 
were deceived. Our Age affords the like Examples ; but 
they are fo well known that [I need not dwell upon 
them. 

This is, Ithink, the only way to fave the Honour of 
the Ancients; and particularly of St, Martin, and Sulpi- 
cius Severus, who gave me Occafion to make thefe Re- 
marks. I may fincerely afirm that I have not made ’em 
out of a Principle of Incredulity, or to conrenanceé it. 
Nonecan be more fully perfuaded than I am,of the Truth 
of the Grounds of Chriftianiry, and of the Miracles that 
brovght it formerly into the World. , 

Buc'tis neceffary at prefent ro difcover more clearly the 
true Proofs of the Chriftian Religion, and to reje& thofe 
that are falfe ; not only becauft ir may be done without 
Danger, but alfo by Reafon of the ill Effeéts which the 
Method of the Ancients has produced, contrary to rheir 
Intention, whichfeemsto have been good —Falfe Mira- 
c.cs baye brought into Chriftianiry a cthoufand falfe Do- 
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Strines.and Superititions: The Libertines take Occafion 
from thence to reje&t true Miracles, becaufe the falle ones 
are maintain’d in fome Countries with the fame. Zeal: 
Laftly, fome are fo Credulous, that they might as_ well 
receive Mahometifm as Chriftianity ; aad others doubt of 
every thing upon that Account, In order. to remove 
thofe Evils, a well-grounded Faith ought to be carefully 
diftinguifh’d from a blind Credulity, If fome in. our 
Days pretend to juftify this fort of Credulity, they are 
excufable, if they do itfincerely ; but they ought not 
to be imitated. [f they are acted by Interelt, as perhaps 
"tis the Cafe of too many, their ill Defigns ought to be 
oppofed, without fearing injurious Words, which are 
more prejudicial to thofe who {peak them, than to chofe 
whom they abufe. The Queftion is to preferve [ruth 
among Men, which wou'd fink at laft under the weight 
of Falfhood, if a due Care was not taken to prevent it ; 
and to defend the Honour of Chriftianity againft thofe, 
who confound it with Fables. The Proofs, on which it 
ftands, ought to be of fuch a Nature, as to differ wholly 
from thote of fabulous Stories. The ill Effe&s of the 
pious Frauds I have mention’d, make this an Effential 
Dury. 

I abe fomeMen are fo prepoflefs'd as to maintain, That 
the Heathen Priefts were fincere in what they faid con. 
cerning Oracles and other Miraculous Stories ; they aré 
afraid, that if che Heathens pafs for Impoftors, the Chri- 
ftians will be ufed in che fame manner. Thofe Men dif- 
honour the Chriftian Religion, without being aware of 
it ; "tis not reafonable we thould be fo complaifant as to 
dothe fame. Ie were much better for them to ftudy the 
Proots of Chriftianity ; and chen they might shear what 
is faid of the Cheats of falfe Religions , without being 
afraid that the Chriftian Faith may be endangered by ic. 
Their Condu& is neither wife nor honeft ; and they are 
guilty of great Injuftice, when they oppote, the | Difco- 
very of Impoftures, and endeavour to bring into, Sufpi- 
cion thofe, who believe in. C HRI ¢t. upon bet- 
ter Grounds. . . . . , 4 sii 

Chiap. IX. 5. Swlpicius relating how St.. Martin was 
made Bifhop, in {pite of ooe. Bare or , fays thac the Rea- 
der of the Church, where the People were met , not be- 
ing able to go through the Crowd, to perform his Fun- 
&ion, fome body took the Book of P/alms, to-read in it, 
and lighted upon thefe Words of the VIIIth Pfalm ; E# 
ore infentium & lattentium perfecifti laudem, propter inimi cos 
tues, ut deftruas inimicum © detenforem. Whereuponthe 

Peopie fhouted, and St. Martin was elected in {pite of De- 
fenfor. The Chriftians at thac time ufed to confult the 
Holy Scripture, where they pretended to find Prefages 
of things to come at the opening of that Book, as rhe 
Heathens confulted Homer and Virgil, with the fame in- 
tent. ia 

Our Author mentions an Aétion of St. Martin, where- 
by it appears that this Bilhop did not rathly approve the 

Devotion of the Vulgar. There was a Place, near the 
City of Tours, ( fays Sulpicius , Chap. XI.) where "ewas 
thought fome Martyrs Jay, buried ; and the precedin 

Bifhops had given leave to build an Altar there, thoug 

no body knew the Names of thofe Martyrs, nor the Time 
of their Martyrdom. St. Martin, who doubted of what 
was reported concerning that Place, was not willing to 
countenance the Superffition of the People by his Pre- 
fence ; wherein he behaved himielf like a wife Man. 

Ac laft, being gone thither, with fome few People, he 
begg'd of God, upon the Grave of thofe pretended Mar- 
tyrs, that he wou'd be pleafed to difcover to him who 
was buried there. Immediately turning afide, “he faw 
** on his left Hand an ill-cloath’d Ghoft, of a wild Afpe@. 
** He bids him rell his Name, and what he had y re 
“ The Ghoft tells his Name, confeffes his Faulr, fays he 
‘* isthe Ghoft of a Robber, who was beheaded for his 
“* Crimes and that the People, being deluded, honour'd 
“ him as a Martyr, though he had nothirg common with 
the Martyrs, who enjoyed the Glory of Heaven, 
whilft he was in Sufferings. What is sorprizing, is 
That thofe, who were prefent , heard a Voice, but 
they faw no-body. St: Martin having reported what 
he had feen, caufed the Altar to be removed sand by 
that means delivered the People from their Superfti- 
tion”. A Saint, who had fuch a Talent, fhou'd have 
gone al] over the World, to undeceive thofe,. who 
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reverenced filfe Saints. He wou'd have found Work 
enough in former Times, as well asin our Days. ; 

Sometitnes St. Martin feemd to work Miracles, as it 
were to make the Spe€tators merry ; as when he ftopt 
(Chap. XIL) fome Countrymen , who carry’d a Dead 
Body tothe Grave. Not being able to go forward, and 
ftriving to doit, they all curnd round, like fo many 
Statues banging ona Pivot. Upon another Occafion, 
(Chap. -) he hindred a Devil, who tormented a Man, 
froti coming out thro’ his Mouth, and forced him to get 
out thro’ his Back-fide, in a very ridiculous manner. 

That great Saint frequently converfed with Angels, or 
heard them difcourfe together. He alfo faw the Devil 
under feveral Shapes, who vainly attempted to do him 
fome Mifchief. 


3. Next to St. Martin's Life, there are Three Letters of 
Sulpitins Severus, The firft was written againft chofe, who 
ridiculed the Miracles of that Saint, who was like to be 
burnt in a Place where he lay afleep. Gregorius Turonen/is 
has alfo writ a Book concerning the Miracles of St. Mar- 
tin, and goes farther ftill than Sulpicius Severus. The Se- 
cond Letter concerns an Apparition of St. Martin, whom 
Sulpicius faw going into Heaven , before he knew that he 
was dead. In the Third, he gives an Account of the 
Circumftances of his Death. 

There are alfo Two Poets, who writ the Life of St. 
Martin in Verle ; viz. Paulinus Petrocorienfis, who lived 
in the middle of the Vth Century , and Venantius Fortu- 
natus, Who flourifh’d in che middle of the VIth... . 


4. Our Author writ alfo Three Dialogues ; the Two 
laft concern likewife the Miracles of Sc Martin. The 
firft creats of the Miracles wrought by the Monks in the 
Eaft, bue particularly in Egypt. Sulpicius difcovers the 
fame Spirit in all thofe Pieces : He defign’d to work up- 
on the People by thofe Miraculous Stories, which, tho’ 
often ridiculous, were equally pleafing and edifying + 
otherwife fuch an ingenious Man would not have loft fo 
much time in writingthem. . . . . 

The chief Interlocutor of the firft Dialogue, is Po/tu- 
mian, Who relates the wondeiful Things he had feen, or 
heard of the Monks of Thebsw. . ... I fhall not dwell 
upon thofe Miracles, yor ind not only in Favour of 
Men, but alfo in Favour of Wild Beafts, with which they 
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| ee Liberius of Fefus, a barefooted Carmelite, defigns 
to publith the Theo he teaches in his Order. He 
has already put out the firft Volume. 

Contreverfie dogmatice adverfus bercfes utriufque obbis Oc- 
cidentals, © Oritnsalis, explicate alumms S. Pancratii Fra- 
trum Carmelitarum Difcaleeat. de Urbe ; a Fratre Liberio 4 
Jefu, Carm. dife. in tres Tomes diftribute. Tomus primus de 
cape Sere » & de pratenfo Primatu Anglitano. Fol. 
vgs. 584. 


NAMU R. 


Hree Letters, written by a Phyfician of the King’s 
qT Be ves to another Phiyfician, have been cited 
here. e firft contains a new Syftem concerning the 
Brain. The Second , a Differtation concerning Feeling, 
and — Chymical Experiments, contrary to the Syftem 
of Acids and Alkalis: And the Third, fome Animad- 
verfions on the Three Kinds of Chryfi/plenium, mention'd 
in M. Tournefart’s Infitutes. In gto Pagg. 50. 


AMSTERDAM. 


A New Edition of Terence has been lately printed. This 
Ecition differs from others in Two Things. It 
contains 1. thofe Paffages Of Piextus , whofe Expreffions 


ee 


were very familiar. I fhall only obferve, that our Author 
went too far in acting this Religious Comedy. So many 
fabulous Stories, related very ferioufly, were fufficient to 
convince thofe, who laughd at Sc. Martin's Life, thar 
Sulpicius was neither a fincere, nor an exact Writer. The 
wonderful Effetts of Holy Obedience, ( Chap. XVIII ) 
among the Monks, are of the fame Nature, and liable to 
the fame Inconveniences. Towards the End of the Dia. 
logue, one of the Interlocutors commends St. Martix’s 
Life, and fays ic was read all over the World, That Sain 
is very inch exroll’d, and preferr'd to all the Holy Men 
in the Eaf# : Whereupon an Interlocutor undertakes to 
relate the Miracles of that Bifhop, which had been omit. 
ted by Suipicius. This makes the Subject of the Two fol. 
lowing Dialogues, which are a kind of Supplemenc to 
the Life of St. Martin. Thofe , who will not be pleafed 
with the Miracles containd in that Life, will be more 
offended {till when they read the Dialogues; and I am 
afraid , they’Jl begin to be angry with the Author. Bue 
in order to know the Character of the Vth Century, and 
the following Ages, in point of Miracles , none can read 
any Book written in a better Style; and ’tis neceflary to 
have a right Notion of em, that every thing may be va. 
lued ore to its Worth. Otherwife, Men will e. 
{teem and jultify what does not deferve it; and thea 
thro’ a neceflary Confequence of this firft Error, defpite 
and attack what they fhou’d value and vindicate. 


IN the Leipfick Edition of the Year M DCC IX. 
there is a Second Tome, containing feven Letters afcri- 
bed to Sulpicius in the MSS. out of which they were ta« 
ken. We are beholden for them to M. Baluze, and Dom 
Luke Dathery. 

The Firft Letter is an Exhortation to Virtue , from 
the Confideration of the Laft Judgment. The Second was 
written in Praife of Virginity, which Suipicius very 
much prefers to a Married State , according to the Nori- 
ons of that Time. Tie Third is a merry Letter, which 
Sulpicius writ to St. Paulin, when he fent him a Cook 
according to his Defire. The Fourth feems to bea Free. 
ment of aLetter, rather than an Entire Epiftie. The 
Three lait Letters have been added to the others, only 
becaufe they were publifh’d by Dom Luke Dachery, under 
the Namte of Sulpicius Severus. 








are the fame with thofe of Jerence. 2. An accurate In. 
dex of the Words and Phrafes ufed by this Poet. The 
Index was made with great Judgment by the late M. Hu- 
gens, Teacher of the Latim School at Dorareche. 

P. Terenti: Carthaginienfis Afri Cum@die Sex. Acceaund 
Martini Hugenii Index vocabulorum & phrafium abfolus: fie 
mus, O Tecentii Imitatio Plautina nunc primum edita.i7ic. 
in Sve. page. 678. 


M. Hartfoeker has publifh'd a New Book , wherein he 
clears feveral Subjects treated of in his Conjcttures Phys 
fiques, and anfwers teveral ObjeGions. 

Eclaircif{cmens fur les Conjectures Phyfiques par Nicolas 
cass eg Amflerdam. 171¢. in 4to. pagg. igo 

is Author thought heretofore that che Morion of the 
Heart cou'd be explain’d mechanically ; but he is now of 
another Opinion. He. believes we muft have Recourfe 
to a Caujet diftinét fiom the Machine of the Body, or te 
a Soul, whatever it be, which refiding in the Hind- part 
of the Brain, till it leaves ir, to be abforicd into the 
great Soul of the World, drives from thence the Viral 
pirits into all the Parts of the Body, that they may be 
enabled to perform the Funétions they are defign’d for. 

S peaking of Microfcopical Obfervations, he takes Noe 
tice thac thofe who apply themfelves ro fuch Oblervations, 
do often fancy they fee a Thoufand Things, which chey 
don’t fee being like Mea who perceive in theClouds what 
ever offers to thei: Imagination. He alledgesM Leuwenkboeck, 
as an Jnftance of what he fays, and gives little Credit 
the Difcoveries made by thac Curious Man with Micros 


(copes, which, fays he, he thews ro no body, buc co hus 
Wife. 
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